AutoRAI 2007: largest Dutch car show to start on 29 March

MORE THAN HUNDRED NEW INTRODUCTIONS AT AMSTERDAM MOTOR SHOW

AutoRAI 2007 will fully live up to its catchphrase ‘It’s Showtime’: between Thursday 29 March and Monday 9 April 2007, the Dutch public will be able to enjoy more than one hundred new products. As a consequence, one of the goals set when the decision was made to move the Netherlands largest car festival to the end of March has been fully achieved: by switching to this part of the year, it has become possible to show the numerous innovations from the Salon de Genève in Amsterdam, too.

During AutoRAI 2007, the expected 500,000 visitors over the twelve-day period will be able to take in car news, new introductions, concept cars, special pavilions and impressive side events. The Dutch automotive sector is making every effort to demonstrate interesting innovations and special events in all fields. For the first time, for example, visitors will be able to actually try out driving with various new, sustainable fuels. 

AutoRAI 2007 is all about the perception of mobility in all its forms. In other words, there will be attention also for exotic, hybrid, classic and fuel-efficient cars, presented in several pavilions inside and outside the RAI complex.

News in all shapes and sizes

The numerous new products that will be presented to the Dutch public at AutoRAI 2007 range from small to large, simple to chic and from stylish to sporting. A complete overview is provided in the Noviteitenoverzicht (summary of new products), the most exciting of which are listed below.

Hyundai will be introducing its new model in the C-segment, marking a new departure for the South Koreans. The name of this car will be announced at the start of March.

BMW as well as presenting the revamped 1 Series, X5 and M6 Cabrio, will be displaying the Hydrogen 7, one of the first cars to run on hydrogen.

Mini will be introducing a Cooper Diesel for the first time.

Volvo too has a car running on an alternative fuel, the C30 FlexiFuel, which runs on a mixture of petrol and bio ethanol.

Mazda will be presenting the new Mazda2, the first of a complete new generation of models.

The concept car Ionis from Suzuki is a futuristic mini-MPV equipped with fuel cell technology.

The Cadillac CTS introduced in January in Detroit will also be present at AutoRAI 2007.

Much attention will be focused on the concept car from Jaguar, the C-XF, which rings the changes for a whole new era at Jaguar.

Honda will be presenting the updated CR-V in a Crossover version.

Peugeot will for the first time be entering the SUV segment, with its 4007, developed in collaboration with Mitsubishi. The 207 CC and 207 RC will also enjoy their debut at Amsterdam.

Opel will for the first time be demonstrating the successor to the GT, and the Corsa OPC.

Saab will be in attendance with its BioPower 100 Concept, the first engine optimised for using pure bio-ethanol fuel.

Ford will be presenting the complete series of the new Mondeo, for the first time, together with the new Focus Coupé-Cabriolet and the Focus Flexifuel, which runs on a mixture of petrol and bio-ethanol.

Another world first from the Salon de Genève is the Citroën C-Crosser, the first SUV from this French marque. The C4 Picasso in its five-seat model will also be enjoying a debut.

Toyota will be presenting the concept car Fine-T, a zero emission car powered by an electric motor in each wheel, in combination with a fuel cell.

Daihatsu will be attending the AutoRAI with various models, including the new Cuore, which will only be presented to the market in the second half of 2007.

Kia will be showing the new cee’d Sporty Wagon, the first estate from the marque.

Fiat will be launching the Bravo to the Dutch public, together with Doblo Malibu.

DaimlerChrysler will be displaying several Dutch first: the new Mercedes-Benz C-class in four versions, the smart fortwo and fortwo cabrio, the Dodge Avenger and Nitro, the Jeep Patriot and the Chrysler Sebring.

Nissan will for the first time be displaying to the public its Qashqai, a true crossover.

· Editor’s note: this summary will be continuously updated throughout the coming weeks.

One hundred and thirty exhibitors

AutoRAI 2007 is organised by Amsterdam RAI under the auspices of the RAI Association. In the halls of Amsterdam RAI, taking up more than 87,000 m2, every aspect of the automotive sector will be on display. There are more than 130 exhibitors, including 80 car marques.

AutoRAI Parade on Saturday 3 March

On Saturday 3 March, the second AutoRAI Parade took place: more than fifty firsts and innovations from the AutoRAI will travel in convoy from Rotterdam via The Hague to Amsterdam. For more information surf to www.autorai.nl.
The car in the future

In the pavilion ‘Car in the Future’, AutoRAI 2007 will be looking at the future of mobility. The central feature of this pavilion will be the C,mm,n (pronounced Common), a car of the future designed and built by twelve students at the universities of technology in Twente, Delft and Eindhoven.

ECO Village

Under the name ECO Village, car manufacturers, energy suppliers and other exhibitors will be presenting their vision on ecologically and economically-sound driving. Car manufacturers are investing heavily in the development of new, environmentally-friendly technology, ranging from techniques for making existing engines clean through to hydrogen and hybrid drive systems and alternative fuels.

Autovisie SuperCar Paddock

Autovisie has reserved a number of special cars for its SuperCar Paddock, including the Maybach Excelero and the Ferrari FXX – a vehicle being brought to the Netherlands specially for this event.

GTOpen

The GTO pavilion will also be presenting an impressive collection of performance cars including the now already classic Porsche GT, the little-known Gumpert Apollo from Germany and the Ferrari Daytona Spyder. Also in this pavilion in the Park hall, another innovation will be unveiled, the HB Special Limited Edition concept car.

Car & Film

Herby, Lightning McQueen and Eleanor – three famous film cars, even better known than the actors from the films in which they feature. During AutoRAI 2007, they will play the lead role in the Car & Film pavilion. In this pavilion, a film theatre will be set up, where visitors can enjoy the Blu-ray Home Theatre Experience.

Royal Class

The CARROS stand Royal Class is located at the centre of the hall where the stands of the more exclusive car marques have set up shop. As the name suggests, this year’s stand is based on the theme ‘Royal Class’.

The cars will be the true eye-catchers on the stand: a special ‘Royal’ Rolls Royce from the start of the twentieth century and a state limousine that saw service with the Swedish royal family.

New Powertrain Technologies Conference

The international specialist magazine Automotive News Europe will be organising the New Powertrain Technologies Conference during AutoRAI 2007. On Wednesday 28 March, in the Forum of Amsterdam RAI, a conference will be organised based on the theme sustainable mobility.

First Ladies Day

For the first time in the history of AutoRAI, a Ladies Day will be organised this year. Extra activities will make it all the more interesting for ladies to attend the AutoRAI on Ladies Day on 3 April. The AutoRAI Ladies Day is powered by Sky Radio 101 FM. With its special ‘VIP Lounge’, Sky Radio will itself be actively promoting the Ladies’ Day programme.

Online ticket sales: no more queuing

Visitors to AutoRAI 2007 can order their tickets to the event direct, and at a reduced price, via www.autorai.nl; buying your ticket through this channel also offers a chance to win fantastic prizes, such as a visit to the Spyker factory. Discount tickets are available on the Internet sites www.JA-IK-GA.nl and www.autorail.nl. 

Specially for families: the Family Ticket

Completely new in 2007 is the AutoRAI Family Ticket. This entrance ticket offers a family of two adults and three children access to AutoRAI 2007, including a free copy of the Walt Disney DVD hit ‘Cars’. The Family Ticket can only be ordered via the Internet for just 50 euro – a saving of almost 10 euro.

Day care for 2,000 children

AutoRAI 2007 is an event for young and old. Parents can visit the trade fair in peace, however, because child day care facilities are available. During the AutoRAI, children will be looked after free of charge in the Park hall. The area specially equipped for this purpose offers space for up to 2,000 children between 0 and 6 years.

Dates and opening times

The AutoRAI 2007 will be open to the public from Thursday 20 March to Monday 9 April, Easter Monday, at Amsterdam RAI. The event is open on workdays from 11.00 to 22.00 hours, and in the weekend and during the Easter holiday from 10.00 to 17.00 hours.

NS AutoRAI return ticket for 15 euro now including free parking

Anyone wishing to avoid traffic congestion can make use of a particularly attractive offer from NS Railways and Q-Park. If you book an AutoRAI train return ticket, at the same time taking up the Q-Park prepaid Guest Ticket option, you will have free access to one of the Q-Park P+R sites close to NS railway stations.

Amsterdam, 7 March 2007


Note for the editors / not for publication

The press day at AutoRAI 2007 will be held on Tuesday 27 March between 08.00 and 17.00 hours. Registration is possible via www.autorai.nl. New during AutoRAI 2007 is that the traditional pressroom will be replaced by the Media café in the Europa hall. This location, right on the trade fair floor, is equipped to offer optimum service to press and media during the event. The Media café will be a relaxed meeting place with excellent facilities including a number of workstations with Internet access. For more information about this press release, please contact the Press and PR department of AutoRAI: Diane Killian (d.killian@rai.nl), telephone +31(0)20 549 1564 or Gert Enklaar (g.enklaar@rail.nl), telephone +31(035)609 8001. Press information can also be downloaded via www.autorai.nl. 

